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FALL SEMESTER

Time is a slippery thing. Some 
moments tend to drag on forever, 
others race past barely giving us 
t ime to register them.

And here am I, a month in to my 
second year of seminary training 
having welcomed the new students 
in and regularly recalling how it  felt  
to stand in their shoes what seems 
like a long t ime ago.

Despite the strain of leaving home 
again for the North Shore it 's 
wonderful to be back. The place 
hasn't  changed much physically, but 
seeing old friends and catching up 
with them has been a pleasure, and 
it  reminds me of how God has 
provided so much care and 
fellowship as I study here.

HEBREW CORNER

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

Did you know God 
has a long nose? In 
Exodus 34:6 God is 
describing himself to 
Moses as he passes 
by and uses the 
phrase "slow to anger". In Hebrew this 
phrase literally means 'long of nose'! It  
was often used to describe someone who 
was pat ient or slow to anger. In contrast, 
an impatient or hot-headed person was 
said to be 'short  of nose'.

Bu we mustn't  miss the significance of 
this: because God's nose is long we have 
not been paid back what we deserve. 
Because God is pat ient His people do not 
perish. So let us thank God that he is, 
"Compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger [long of nose], abounding in love."

Power Through Prayer 

(E.M. Bounds) 

Something you (quite right ly) 

hear often when preaching is 

mentioned is that the 

character of the preacher is as 

important, if not more 

important, than the technical 

skills of sermon preparat ion. 

This small book was a great 

challenge as a Christ ian to 

seek God in prayer more 

determinedly, and a reminder 

of the magnitude of the task 

we all face in bringing Christ  

to a world that needs to know 

his grace and salvat ion.

But there's seldom a huge amount of 
t ime to reflect in a place a busy as this! I 
have been assist ing the Biblical 
Languages Department in teaching 
seminars in basic Greek, diving into 
learning Biblical Hebrew, organising the 
college ministry at church and 
somehow finding t ime to take three 
other classes (world mission, exegesis 
of Mark, and preaching I). When they 
said things ramped up in your second 
year they weren't  kidding.
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One of the ways this has manifested itself most recent ly is in our study of the 
very opening of Mark's gospel. After explaining something of the Roman 
context Mark was writ ten into our professor delved back into what would 
have been the 'good news' that the Jews were wait ing for. Cit ing Isaiah 40:9 
we were reminded that the 'good news' the Jews were wait ing for, even as 
they lived in the Promised Land, was the end of their exile and the return of 
Yahweh.

When you read the opening of Mark with this in mind it  suddenly springs into 
technicolour: there are so many t ips of the hat to the Exodus and Israel's 
experience of being led by God out of Egypt to the promised land that it 's a 
struggle to think of how I used to read it  before! Mark is saying that this Jesus 
is Yahweh himself come to lead his people out of exile and judge their 
enemies.

Actually, the whole gospel can be separated into an Exodus-like framework 
(though it 's not wise to be too rigid or prescript ive with this). Try it  our for 
yourself: think about the Exodus-like flow of deliverance - way - arrival (and 
actually this is the usual pattern of divine intervent ion set by the Exodus). 
Now think about Jesus start ing his ministry, cont inuing it  in and around Israel 
and then arriving in Jerusalem for the climax of the story.

The upshot of this? Always have the major themes and episodes of the Old 
Testament in mind when reading the gospels. Inspired by the Holy Spirit  the 
authors had in mind these grand narrat ives as they understood and wrote 
about Jesus, who was the fulfillment and ult imate expression of those events 
in Israel's history. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were shaped and formed 
by the Old Testament; it  was the lens through which they viewed the world. 
Often a newer, richer understanding of what a given passage means is 
opened up by reading the New Testament through the eyes of the Old.

Luckily, before things ramped up 
here Livi and Ashley came to see the 
sights of the North Shore. It  was a 
privilege to show them around the 
place that has become my temporary 
home away from home, and it 's 
always interest ing to think through 
the places that you'd want to show 
people visit ing your local area. My 
grandparents also had a chance to 
visit , so the first  few weeks of the 
semester have been wonderfully full 
of people to show around!

The tail end of the Summer and the 
beginning of Fall often brings mixed 
feelings: Fall is one of the most 
strikingly beaut iful t imes in this 
region, and there are so many great 
things to do throughout October and 
the first  part  of November. However, 
there's a looming promise of winter, 
which is equally beaut iful but 
undeniably harsh! I'm bracing myself 
for snow drifts, power cuts and 
wrapping up as warmly as I can 
against the elements (though I can't  
wait  to sledge down the seminary 
hill and retain my t it le as Fastest 
Englishman on Campus).

Nevertheless, I am so grateful to you 
all at  CEC and to God for the love, 
prayer, support, and interest that 
has been sent my way. To have a 
church family behind me as I forge 
ahead with the responsibilit ies and 
privileges of life here at the 
seminary is a great source of 
strength.

Will

EXEGESIS OF MARK - THE GOOD NEWS

PRAYER POINTS
1. For favour with staff at Endicott 
college so that we can be more 
present on a very secular campus. 
For good relationships to be 
established and trust to be built with 
the chaplain in particular.

2. For balance and wisdom to say 
"no" in the midst of a very busy 
schedule. Making less time for 
maintenance of programs (which 

involves delegation) and more for 
meeting with people.

3. That I would deepen my love for 
God's word, setting aside more 
intentional time in the evenings to 
read the Word and pray. Ask that the 
strength to meet each challenge here 
would be found in prayer and 
fellowship with God and not from my 
own resources.

"The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet..."- Mark 1:1-2

Students at the seminary BBQ

Please email me anyt ime if you'd like to hear about things in more detail! (willcottrell@gmail.com)

Something I'm learning t ime and again as I progress 
through the exegesis courses here is just how heavily the 
authors of the New Testament rely on the themes and 
plot line of the Old. 


