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SPRING SEMESTER

When the spring semester started 
there was st ill a lit t le snow on the 
ground and the trees were st ill 
barren.. Roving bands of Turkeys, 
emboldened by the lack of natural 
predators wielding oven gloves 
could be found loitering near the 
academic centre. So imagine my 
surprise that as I sit  and write this 
recap of the semester it 's current ly 
almost 80 degrees (which as we all 
know really means 30 - I'm trying to 
learn the local customs) and the 
North Shore is  full of life again.

The spring semester was an 
eventful one: our new president, 
Scott  Sunquist, was introduced to 
the seminary and laid out his vision 
for the future of the seminary. Even 
in the midst of study it  was inspiring 
to hear his commitment to 
academic rigour and deep piety,  
God's global mission,  and the 
gospel renewal on the North Shore 
through the local church.

HEBREW CORNER

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

Something that 's 
often lost in English 
translat ions is how 
much Hebrew loves 
to use repet it ion. 
Where we would use 
a synonym Hebrew would intensify by 
repeat ing the same word.

It 's significant, then, that in Isaiah's 
vision of God in chapter six , verse three 
we see something unique: "Holy, holy, 
holy..." Nowhere else in the bible is a 
phrase repeated three t imes like this. 
Through repet it ion we are being shown 
that God is utterly unique; so holy that 
the word has to be repeated three t imes 
to drive it  home!

We don't  just serve a holy God. We serve 
a holy, holy, holy God.

The Theology of the book of 

Revelation

(Richard Bauckham) 

This is well worth an addit ion 

to your shelf. It 's a short  read, 

but packed with great, 

evangelically minded insights 

paying close attent ion to the 

themes, imagery, and text of 

Revelat ion to help us make 

sense of what John meant 

when he decided to write his 

'apocalypse'. Not only will you 

avoid the usual pit falls of 

Revelat ion, your 

understanding of the gospel 

will be enriched.

Another great encouragement has been 
the growth of the college ministry at 
NSCBC. We began at the start  of last 
year with around twenty students, now 
we are privileged to have around fifty 
regularly attending services! God has 
richly blessed the work of our hands in 
reaching and discipling college students 
in the area, though there is much 
further to go on that front.

The classes I took this semester were 
excellent: Exegesis of Revelat ion helped 
me orient myself to a book that 's often 
been a mystery to me (ask me anything 
about dragons and the number 666), 
Hebrew II cont inued to build on the 
foundation (read: shock) of the first  
course, Interpret ing the Old Testament 
had us in different texts in Hebrew every 
week, and a class on John Calvin 
brought home that we are great 
sinners, yet we have a great saviour. 

Dr. Sunquist Channelling Uncle Sam



In reality nothing could be further from the truth. I learned through reading 
The Institutes and attending some world-class lectures on Calvin's life and 
theology that he was not only a theologian par excellence, but act ively 
involved in caring for refugees, and establishing healthy churches with godly 
men to lead them. This lat ter piece of information was argued for 
persuasively by a ret ired pastor audit ing the class who had actually 
ministered in Geneva for a large part  of his ministry!

So what was Calvin aiming at in the midst of a Europe in turmoil because of 
the Reformation? How did he establish a church structure that lasted the 
most dangerous years of the 1500s? Happiness. Or, to put it  more pointedly, 
joy. Our professor mentioned throughout the course that Calvin's Institutes 
(which underwent several revisions as t ime went on) was often described by 
the man himself as a summa pietas (summary of piety - the Christ ian life) 
rather than a summa theologia (summary of theology). It  might surprise you to 
hear that Calvin wasn't  primarily interested in present ing an academic and 
arcane treat ise on theological marginalia, but rather to teach Christ ians how 
to live lives that glorified God.

So, how did Calvin summarise what this 'piety' was? "That union of reverence 
and love to God which a knowledge of his benefits inspires." going on to say 
that, "unless [people] place their ent ire happiness in him, they will never yield 
up their whole selves to him in truth and sincerity." Often when we hear the 
word 'pious' we think of someone who's so heavenly minded they're of no 
earthly use, but not Calvin. For John Calvin and the Reformed Church of 
Geneva piety was all about seeking the glory of God in finding one's ent ire joy 
in him; knowing that the Christ ian was cherished by his paternal care. 
Everything was bent towards that aim. 

Now (as they say in the USA) that'll preach.

Recently I had the joy of receiving 
Rob Dalton and Lydia on their return 
from Hait i, and as always it  was 
wonderful to catch up with people 
from back home to hear how things 
have been progressing.  It  was also a 
reminder for me how grateful I am 
for the friendships that st ill exist  
across the At lant ic, as well as the 
deepening and rich friendships with 
which I have been blessed here.

It  has also been a t ime to cont inue to 
explore and hone my gifts as I 
approach my final year and begin 
scanning the horizon for the next 
steps. I have had many opportunit ies 
to prepare and deliver sermons (one 
even at NSCBC which you can find 
here), and strongly feel called to 
cont inue to develop and use this gift . 
Not only this but establishing and 
maintaining intent ional one-to-ones 
with college students has taught me 
much about what it  means to 
consistent ly share the word and help 
others to grow in their walk with 
Jesus.

Well, there's always much more I 
could say, but this will have to do for 
now. I hold you, as always, in my 
prayers, and the updates I glean 
from my parents and others with 
whom I'm in contact remind me just 
how God is on the move in 
Chessington as much as he is here 
across the ocean.

Yours, as always, in Christ ,

Will

JOHN CALVIN AND PIETY

PRAYER POINTS
1. For God's word to go out with 
power in Japan this August as I fill the 
pulpit for the month of August at the 
Osaka International Church (where 
Charis Lewis - neé McKenna's - father 
serves as pastor).

2. For the college ministry going 
ahead. More people involved means 
more is required of the leadership 
team, so ask we would know each of 

our students well, and how best to 
bring them closer to Jesus.

3. For clarity with regard to where 
and how God would have me serve 
as my final year rolls round . I am 
weighing the options of further study 
with a view to academia on the one 
hand, and pastoral ministry on the 
other. Ask that I would have peace as 
I wait on the Lord for his call.

"For, properly speaking, we cannot say that God is known 

where there is no religion or piety." - John Calvin

Hamilton campus' taco night!

Please email me anyt ime if you'd like to hear about things in more detail! (willcottrell@gmail.com)

I'm sure that many who hear the name John Calvin don't  
immediately think of joy and happiness. The popular image 
of the man is of a cold, austere dogmatician who was more 
at home with books than people.
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