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Dedications at CEC 
Guidance for Parents 
 

We believe there is nothing better than knowing Jesus. It is no 
surprise that when people start a family they want to share 
Jesus within their family. Psalm 78:4 reminds us that we will 
not want to hide the great news about Jesus, but instead share 
it with the next generation and pray that they share it with the 
generation that follow them. 

We remind each other of the importance to “pass-on” faith in 
this way by ‘dedicating’ the parents to this important task. The 
parents come to the front of the church with their child. They 
make promises to the child in front of the church and the 
church promises to pray for the parents and the child. As a 
church we partner with you to share the load in parenting. 

This document is designed to guide you through this process. 

If you have got this far we guess you are: 

a) A parent 

b) Interested in dedicating yourselves to this important 
task.  

We pray you find this document helpful in guiding you.  
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The normal process 

1 Read through this guidance 

2 Discuss with your husband / wife 

3 Speak to a Pastor of the church 

4 Find a mutually convenient date 

5 Consider if you would like to have a room for a celebra-
tion lunch 

6 Meet with a Pastor to go through the service 

7 Enjoy the day 

 

Questions to consider before speaking to us 

Before step 3 above, ask yourselves… 

 Do you both love Jesus? 

 Have you talked about a plan for raising your kids? 

 Do you both agree on the value of raising your kids to see 
Jesus and live under his Word, the Bible? 

 Do you seek to obey Jesus in all areas of life? For exam-
ple: in your marriage (are you married?); with your fi-
nances; in your home life? This covers things such as how 
you speak to each other; how you invest in your children; 
how you seek to disciple them and discipline them. 

We are happy to discuss any of the above with you. 
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A typical dedication service 

We start by asking the couple some questions about your chil-
dren, your parenting context and your Christian faith. This is 
not a test, just a chance for the church to get to know you and 
a chance for you to show how you trust in Jesus every day. 

 

The formal part of the service contains a reading from scrip-
ture (Deuteronomy 6, Proverbs or Psalm 78). We then tend to 
ask the Father one question, the Mother one question and the 
church one question. We will run through these questions 
when you meet with a Pastor before the service. Some people 
chose to answer both questions together. A Pastor can guide 
you as to when this would be appropriate. 

 

FAQ 

Why do we dedicate not christen? 

A Christening is a baptism for the child. It can be a lovely ser-
vice, but is based on certain beliefs about the child, the church 
community and what baptism is. 

We are a church who practices believer baptism, also known 
as Credo-baptism. We baptise people after they have made a 
profession of faith in the Lord Jesus. Therefore we do not bap-
tise young children. Instead, the parents dedicate themselves 
to model the Lord before the child and pray for the child so 
that, God willing, the child may come to know the Lord and 
publically declare their faith in the Lord at a later date. We can 
talk more about this if necessary. 
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FAQ continued… 

Do I need to dedicate all my children separately? 

It is good practice to publically dedicate yourselves when each 
child is small. With each separate service it reminds the par-
ents what they are doing and why they doing it. However, a 
dedication service can be done with a number of children. 
Some parents may wait until they feel their family is complete 
and have just one dedication service. 

 

Why is the dedication of us and not the child? 

It is the parent who carries the primary responsibility to raise 
the child to know the Lord (Deut 6:6-7; Psalm 78:3-4). There-
fore the parents make promises to the child in front of the 
church and the church promises to pray for the parents and 
the child. We ask the Lord to bless the parent, the child and 
the church. It is a sign of dependence on God in asking for his 
help and also seeking to follow his words in the Bible. 


