
News from Mandritsara – 10 January 2019 

 

“The eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, 

on those whose hope is in His unfailing love.” Psalm 33:18 

 

Dear Friends 

 

A few days ago we received New Year greetings from 

Vololona, the head nurse in Mandritsara. She writes: “‘The 

Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty.’ Psalm 93:1 May the 

blessing of the Lord be with you. We are very delighted to wish 

you a good and happy new year 2019! We are all well and 

thank the Lord that we can serve Him again another year. 

There will always be problems in the work, but we also see the 

hand of God protecting and saving us.” We appreciate Volol’s 

faith as the team in Mandritsara face major changes this year. 

 

Her husband, Theophile, who is head of X-ray and Pharmacy,  

                     Vololona and Théophile                                  wrote just after Christmas: “We had a baptismal service at 

the church on 23 December. 18 were baptised and added to the 

membership of the church – and after the service we all ate 

together.” Praise the Lord that He continues to add to the 

church those who are being saved! Please pray that they might 

all grow in their faith and love for the Lord. 

 

Theophile also wrote in mid November to say: “The new Sunday 

School year has just started with training classes for the 

teachers. We are at least 40 teachers to start the new year.” 

This takes our thoughts back to 1994 when Jane and 3 ladies 

met for the first time with a vision to start a Sunday school. 

Please pray for the teachers that they may faithfully teach the 

Word of God.  

                                                                                                                                  The candidates for baptism lining up to give testimony 

Staffing 

Thank you for your prayers for replacements for those who will be leaving over the course of the next few months. 

We have no doubt that the Lord will supply. There are various doctors 

who are seeking the Lord’s guidance, but they are still unsure and 

some would not be ready for quite some time. 

 

So what kind of people are needed? The urgent needs are as follows: 

• Surgeon – or two. 

• Anaesthetist. 

• Experienced physician. 

• Electrician/maintenance man. 

 

Other general doctors are also needed to cover the work. Any of these 

could be Malagasy Christians or missionaries from overseas. 

 

But professional qualifications alone are not enough. Those who join 

the team need to be: 

• Servant-hearted 

• Gospel focussed 

• Team spirited 

Please pray that God might call such workers. 



 

Two Christian Malagasy final year medical students have spent some days visiting Mandritsara and are considering 

the possibility of working at Mandritsara once they qualify (hopefully soon). In fact the need for doctors in 

Mandritsara has increased since we last wrote as Dr Ionisoa who had been working there as a general physician for 

the past few years sadly left in December.  

 

Ted Watts was at a meeting for Christian surgeons in Kigali (Ruanda) just before Christmas. He met up with a couple 

of Malagasy surgeons who have been training in Africa, one of whom spent a year in Mandritsara several years ago. 

Unfortunately it does not currently look as if either of them are seriously considering the possibility of coming to 

Mandritsara. However, Ted’s contact with American Christian surgeons at the meeting in Kigali has encouraged him 

to consider attending a Christian Medical Missions conference in the USA to present Mandritsara’s need. John 

Whitaker, the chairman of Friends of Mandritsara Trust is considering going with him. Please pray that the Lord 

might guide in this. 

 

Sarah Evans 

Please pray for Sarah who is setting out for Mandritsara on 16 January. 

She writes: “I am a junior doctor having completed my foundation years in 

Birmingham. I found out about the hospital through the Christian Medical 

Fellowship's Developing Health Course and am planning to go for just 

under 6 months (coming back middle of July). I've spent time in Senegal 

with a medical missionary family working in French and have recently 

'topped up' my French through a short course in London, but would value 

prayer for language as well as for being able to make a useful contribution 

to the work of the hospital. I plan to return to my next NHS training post in 

August.” This will be a real encouragement to the team. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Sarah Evans 

Project Director 

When Dr Adrien retired, we were very grateful to the Lord that Fianarana Rampanjato 

was appointed as Project Director. He and Hana have led the project for the past 

couple of years and we are very thankful for the wisdom 

and spiritual vision that he has brought. Now with 

reluctance, for pressing family reasons, Fianarana and 

Hana feel they should return to Antananarivo at least for 

some time and he is therefore stepping down as project 

director at the end of March. This is another big blow for 

the project. Please pray that the Lord might wonderfully  

      Fianarana and Hana            guide the project board as to the way forward – and 

pray for Fianarana and Hana that the Lord might guide and bless them.  

                                                                                                                                                                             Dr Hanitra 

Pray too for Dr Hanitra, who is Medical Director in addition to being head of the eye department and shoulders 

many responsibilities in the work. 

 

The Missionary Team 

With Thomas and Esther Beck having left in December, and Mat and Katy Linley, Vicky Hopley 

and Matt and Sarah Sherratt all due to leave in the next few months, only 5 of the current long-

term missionary team will be left in Mandritsara by the middle of this year. The team will be 

made up of Ted and Rachel Watts (with Ethan and Jamie), Hilde Vlaminckx, Naomi Coleman and 

Lesley Notghi.  

 

Hilde will be taking over from Mat Linley as team leader. Please pray for wisdom and help for 

her. She has been acting team leader in the past when Mat has been away, and has served in  

  Hilde Vlaminckx     many ways in the project over the years. 

  

 



Helimission 

It is not only the project in Mandritsara that lacks workers. We 

have just received the latest magazine from Helimission in 

which Simon Tanner, the Helimission director writes: 

“At the turn of the year, we like to take stock. As head of 

Helimission, when I look backward and forward, I can’t avoid 

seeing that we have a huge manpower shortage: mechanics to 

service our helicopters. Where are they? I am firmly convinced 

that God has called enough mechanics and pilots into mission 

work. Either God’s call hasn’t yet reached the targeted persons, 

or those called haven’t yet been able to recognize the 

inestimable value of this work and given it the priority it 

deserves. May the call of God reach those appointed and open the eyes of their hearts to the value of this work. 

Hopeful that in the New Year the shortage of experienced mechanics, competent pilots and gifted technical staff will 

be filled, I send you my heartfelt greetings and wish you a very happy and blessed Christmas. “Behold a Saviour is 

born to us!” May this message soon reach the ends of the earth! Please pray for Helimission. 

 

Help over Christmas 

Charles and Sarah Bailey (surgeon/anaesthetist from Tunbridge Wells) and family spent a couple of weeks helping at 

the hospital over Christmas. Here is what they wrote: “It is quite hard to find 

the right words to talk about our time in Mandritsara. For us as a family it was 

a lovely "familiar" feeling going back to HVM after being there 2 years ago. 

Many members of the team are the same, as are the nursing and theatre staff, 

and we were given a warm welcome by everyone.    

 

Although much was unchanged from 2 years ago, one thing that we really 

noticed was the running water in the taps. The water reserve had been built 

and we really felt the positive impact of having running water in both theatres 

and the home. Our time in Mandritsara was short, but as before we felt so 

welcomed and part of the team. It was wonderful to celebrate Christmas away 

from the overindulgence of Western celebrations. 

 

The children went to home school with Naomi Coleman a few hours after 

touching down from the MAF flight (ok it was watching a film...but the film 

was "A Christmas Carol" that Naomi went on to produce the following 

weekend as a superb Christmas show). Watching all the children performing 

this having learnt their lines and carols, built the set and found appropriate 

costumes and props in such a short space of time was fantastic and hats off to 

all the children and of course to Naomi for such a brilliant achievement. 

   Sarah Bailey at work in theatre 

 

The missionary team was involved in a performance at the Hospital 

Christmas Event. Each department performed – a wonderful joyful 

atmosphere. Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were special times. 

There was a sense of joy and celebration remembering the birth of 

Jesus and a real feeling of family sharing altogether. 

 

Charles worked with Matt Sherratt and was able to give him a bit 

of a break from the intensity of being the sole surgeon while Ted 

Watts and his family were back in the UK for a short while. They 

did a lot of operating, with a variety of cases, some of whom were 

very unwell. Matt was very helpful, and it is humbling to know how 

much knowledge is required and the breadth of skills too.  

                                                                                                                            One of the choir groups at the Christmas Event 



  

 

Prayer points - the obvious one - for more medical personnel and for strength and energy for the team members, 

nursing, midwifery, lab and theatre staff.” 

 

Presidential election 

We are grateful that the elections have passed largely peacefully. The man who took power in a coup in 2009 has 

been voted in, beating the man who fled the country in that coup. The challenges before the country are vast. 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,” Psalm 33:12. Brothers and sisters, pray for Madagascar! 

 

Solar Power Installation for the hospital 

We are glad to say that the 130 solar panels from China have arrived safely in Mandritsara where they are awaiting 

the arrival of a team from New Zealand who are coming at Easter to do the installation. The control mechanism and 

various items from New Zealand weighing just under a ton have arrived at the port in Madagascar this week. This is 

now the rainy season and road transport becomes more difficult. Please pray for the Lord to watch over the passage 

of all this through customs and up to Mandritsara (about 800 miles).  

 

Friends of Mandritsara Trust Funds 

We are most grateful to the Lord for His faithful provision for all the needs in Mandritsara over another year. Various 

projects have been able to go ahead, particularly the Solar Power project. We thought this might put some burden 

on general funds, but in fact special giving has covered all the needs to date. We do not take any of this for granted, 

so do give thanks to the Lord with us. 

 

Other news 

• The annual London Prayer Day for Mandritsara is planned for Saturday 27 April 2019 at Trinity Road Chapel, 

London SW17 7HW. Lunch at 1pm, Prayer meeting 2pm – 5pm. We look forward to seeing many of you 

there. 

 

Thank you for your prayers.  

 

 

With our love 

 

David & Jane 

 

www.mandritsara.org.uk 

 

When wounded sore, the stricken soul 

Lies bleeding and unbound, 

One only hand, a piercèd hand, 

Can heal the sinner’s wound. 

 

When sorrow swells the laden breast, 

And tears of anguish flow, 

One only heart, a broken heart, 

Can feel the sinner’s woe. 

 

When penitence has wept in vain 

Over some foul, dark spot, 

One only stream, a stream of blood, 

Can wash away the blot. 

 

 

 

’Tis Jesus’ blood that washes white, 

His hand that brings relief, 

His heart is touched with all our joys, 

And feeleth for our grief. 

 

Lift up Thy bleeding hand, O Lord, 

Unseal that cleansing tide; 

We have no shelter from our sin 

But in Thy wounded side. 

                           Cecil F. Alexander 


